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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to RCE received April 6, 2010. Claims 1-12 are pending 
examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim elements "first data synchronization means" and "second synchronization 
means" are means (or step) plus function limitation that invokes 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth 
paragraph. However, the written description fails to disclose the corresponding 
structure, material, or acts for the claimed function in the specification of the application. 
Applicant is required to: 

(a) Amend the claim so that the claim limitation will no longer be a means (or step) 
plus function limitation under 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph; or 

(b) Amend the written description of the specification such that it expressly recites 
what structure, material, or acts perform the claimed function without introducing any 
new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)). 

If applicant is of the opinion that the written description of the specification 
already implicitly or inherently discloses the corresponding structure, material, or acts so 
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that one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize what structure, material, or acts 
perform the claimed function, applicant is required to clarify the record by either: 

(a) Amending the written description of the specification such that it expressly 
recites the corresponding structure, material, or acts for performing the claimed function 
and clearly links or associates the structure, material, or acts to the claimed function, 
without introducing any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)); or 

(b) Stating on the record what the corresponding structure, material, or acts, 
which are implicitly or inherently set forth in the written description of the specification, 
perform the claimed function. For more information, see 37 CFR 1 .75(d) and MPEP §§ 
608.01(0) and 2181. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Multer et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,694,336 (referred to hereafter as Multer). 

As to claim 1 , Multer teaches a system for synchronizing data between at least 
two device portals each hosting at least one personal information manager (PIM) 
service (see fig. 1 ), each of said portals being accessible by means of remote access 
terminals, the system comprising: 
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first data synchronization means adapted to establish a correspondence between 
the data stored in the portals, wherein the first synchronization means includes a 
synchronization client-server architecture (see col. 2 lines 25-58 and col. 8 lines 10-52), 

the synchronization client of said architecture comprising, a synchronization 
client module hosted in a first of said service portals and communicating with a first 
server implementing the personal information manager service of said first service 
portal (see col. 2 lines 25-58 and col. 8 lines 10-52), 

the synchronization server of said architecture comprising a synchronization 
server module hosted within at least a second of said service portals and 
communicating with a second server hosting a personal information manager service of 
said second service portal, said modules communicating via a computer network (see 
col. 2 lines 25-58 and col. 8 lines 10-52). 

As to claim 2, Multer teaches the system as claimed in claim 1 , further 
comprising a second means for synchronizing data between the portals and at least a 
portion some of said terminals (see col. 2 lines 25-58 and col. 8 lines 10-52). 

As to claim 3, Multer teaches the system as claimed in claim 2, wherein the 
second synchronization means includes a client-server architecture, the client and the 
server of said architecture of the second synchronization means respectively 
comprising, a client module hosted within each of the terminals and, a synchronization 
module hosted within the portal, said client and synchronization modules 
communicating via a computer network (see col. 2 lines 25-58 and col. 8 lines 10-52). 
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As to claim 8, Multer teaches an access platform for services of a first service 
portal hosting at least one personal information manager (PIM) service, the first service 
portal comprising a set of at least one server providing access to said services, 
accessible to remote access terminals and associated with storage means in which 
personal information is loaded, and a synchronization system between service portals 
including the first portal, each of said portals being accessible by means of remote 
access terminals and hosting at least one personal information manager service, 
wherein the synchronization system comprises 

first data synchronization means adapted to establish a correspondence between 
data stored in the portals, wherein the first synchronization means includes a client- 
server architecture portal (see col. 2 lines 25-58 and col. 8 lines 10-52), the client and 
the server of said architecture respectively comprising 

a module hosted in the first portal and communicating with a server of said set, 
and a synchronization module hosted within at least one other portal and 
communicating with a server hosting a different personal information manager service, 
said modules communicating via a computer network (see col. 2 lines 25-58 and col. 8 
lines 10-52). 

As to claim 9, Multer teaches the platform as claimed in claim 8, further 
comprising means to generate a man-machine interface displays the screen of the 
terminals, adapted to initiate generation and transmission of synchronization commands 
intended for the synchronization (see col. 2 lines 25-58 and col. 8 lines 10-52). 
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As to claim 10, Multer teaches a method of synchronizing data between service 
portals each hosting at least one personal information manager (PIM) service, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

generating a synchronization command using a man-machine interface supplied 
by a synchronization client of a client-server architecture hosted, on the one hand, in 
one of said portals and, on the other hand, in at least one other portal said command 
conveying information relating to the data to be synchronized (see col. 2 lines 25-58 
and col. 8 lines 10-52); and 

implementing the synchronization of data between the portals using a 
synchronization server hosted in said other portal(s) and indicated in the 
synchronization command (see col. 2 lines 25-58 and col. 8 lines 10-52). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4, 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Multer in view of Ims et al. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0091533 
(referred to as Ims). 

As to claims 4, 5, and 1 1 , Multer teaches a system and method for exchanging 
data between two portals using a client server architecture (see fig. 7 and col. 7 lines 
35-67). Multer does not explicitly teach that the exchanging data according to a 
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standardized data synchronization language using content description markers such as 
XML. 

Ims, however, teaches a system and method for exchanging data using XML 
format (see abstract). It would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to implement the exchange of data using content description 
markers such as XML as described in Ims because XML is very widely known and used 
in the web information exchange and therefore using XML would make the system and 
method of Multer compatible with most web interfaces and also would avoid the need to 
write application specific logic for dealing with service interactions as explicitly 
suggested by Ims (see Ims abstract). 

5. Claims 6, 7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Multer in view of Microsoft Computer Dictionary 5 th Edition 

As to claims 6, 7 and 12, Multer teaches a system and method for exchanging 
data between two portals using a client server architecture (see fig. 7 and col. 7 lines 
35-67). Multer does not explicitly teach that the data is presented according to Vcard or 
Vcalender format. 

It would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Multer by exchanging Vcard or Vcalender format as evident by 
Microsoft Dictionary that Vcard and Vcalender is a widely used format that's been 
developed since 1996 and therefore doing so would make versatile and more 
compatible with other clients that use applications that use Vcard and Vcalender format. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-3 and 8-10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ng et al., 
U.S. Patent No. 6,131 ,096 (referred to hereafter as Ng). 

As to claim 1 , Ng teaches a system for synchronizing data between at least two 
device portals each hosting at least one personal information manager (PIM) service 
(see fig. 1 ), each of said portals being accessible by means of remote access terminals, 
the system comprising: 

first data synchronization means adapted to establish a correspondence between 
the data stored in the portals, wherein the first synchronization means includes a 
synchronization client-server architecture (see col. 4 lines 20-col. 5 lines 56, col. 7 lines 
1-62), 

the synchronization client of said architecture comprising, a synchronization 
client module hosted in a first of said service portals and communicating with a first 
server implementing the personal information manager service of said first service 
portal (see col. 4 lines 20-col. 5 lines 56, col. 7 lines 1-62), 

the synchronization server of said architecture comprising a synchronization 
server module hosted within at least a second of said service portals and 
communicating with a second server hosting a personal information manager service of 
said second service portal, said modules communicating via a computer network (see 
col. 4 lines 20-col. 5 lines 56, col. 7 lines 1-62). 
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As to claim 2, Ng teaches the system as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising a 
second means for synchronizing data between the portals and at least a portion some 
of said (see col. 4 lines 20-col. 5 lines 56, col. 7 lines 1-62). 

As to claim 3, Ng teaches the system as claimed in claim 2, wherein the second 
synchronization means includes a client-server architecture, the client and the server of 
said architecture of the second synchronization means respectively comprising, a client 
module hosted within each of the terminals and, a synchronization module hosted within 
the portal, said client and synchronization modules communicating via a computer 
network (see col. 4 lines 20-col. 5 lines 56, col. 7 lines 1-62). 

As to claim 8, Ng teaches an access platform for services of a first service portal 
hosting at least one personal information manager (PIM) service, the first service portal 
comprising a set of at least one server providing access to said services, accessible to 
remote access terminals and associated with storage means in which personal 
information is loaded, and a synchronization system between service portals including 
the first portal, each of said portals being accessible by means of remote access 
terminals and hosting at least one personal information manager service, wherein the 
synchronization system comprises 

first data synchronization means adapted to establish a correspondence between 
data stored in the portals, wherein the first synchronization means includes a client- 
server architecture portal (see col. 4 lines 20-col. 5 lines 56, col. 7 lines 1-62) the client 
and the server of said architecture respectively comprising 
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a module hosted in the first portal and communicating with a server of said set, 
and a synchronization module hosted within at least one other portal and 
communicating with a server hosting a different personal information manager service, 
said modules communicating via a computer network (see col. 4 lines 20-col. 5 lines 56, 
col. 7 lines 1-62). 

As to claim 9, Ng teaches the platform as claimed in claim 8, further comprising 
means to generate a man-machine interface displays the screen of the terminals, 
adapted to initiate generation and transmission of synchronization commands intended 
for the synchronization (see col. 4 lines 20-col. 5 lines 56, col. 7 lines 1-62). 

As to claim 10, Ng teaches a method of synchronizing data between service 
portals each hosting at least one personal information manager (PIM) service, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

generating a synchronization command using a man-machine interface supplied 
by a synchronization client of a client-server architecture hosted, on the one hand, in 
one of said portals and, on the other hand, in at least one other portal said command 
conveying information relating to the data to be synchronized (see col. 4 lines 20-col. 5 
lines 56, col. 7 lines 1-62); and 

implementing the synchronization of data between the portals using a 
synchronization server hosted in said other portal(s) and indicated in the 
synchronization command (see col. 4 lines 20-col. 5 lines 56, col. 7 lines 1-62). 
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7. Claims 4, 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ng in view of Ims et al. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0091533 
(referred to as Ims). 

As to claims 4, 5, and 1 1 , Ng teaches a system and method for exchanging data 
between two portals using a client server architecture (see col. 4 lines 20-col. 5 lines 56, 
col. 7 lines 1-62). Ng does not explicitly teach that the exchanging data according to a 
standardized data synchronization language using content description markers such as 
XML. 

Ims, however, teaches a system and method for exchanging data using XML 
format (see abstract). It would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to implement the exchange of data using content description 
markers such as XML as described in Ims because XML is very widely known and used 
in the web information exchange and therefore using XML would make the system and 
method of Ng compatible with most web interfaces and also would avoid the need to 
write application specific logic for dealing with service interactions as explicitly 
suggested by Ims (see Ims abstract). 

8. Claims 6, 7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ng in view of Microsoft Computer Dictionary 5 th Edition 

As to claims 6, 7 and 12, Ng teaches a system and method for exchanging data 
between two portals using a client server architecture (see fig. 7 and col. 7 lines 35-67). 
Ng does not explicitly teach that the data is presented according to Vcard or Vcalender 
format. 
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It would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Ng by exchanging Vcard or Vcalender format as evident by 
Microsoft Dictionary that Vcard and Vcalender is a widely used format that's been 
developed since 1996 and therefore doing so would make versatile and more 
compatible with other clients that use applications that use Vcard and Vcalender format. 

9. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but are moot in view of the 
new grounds of rejection. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUSSEIN A. EL CHANTI whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3999. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wing Chan can be reached on (571)272-7493. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Hussein Elchanti/ 
Primary Patent Examiner 

Oct. 15, 2010 



